
Thirteen small homes create a courtyard community 

focused on creating a comfortable atmosphere with less 

impact on the environment. Designed for maximum  

flexibility in a small footprint, these affordable, one- 

bedroom homes contain the best of small-home living.

Tempe Micro Estates is designed as an ‘inten-
tional neighborhood,’ where residents share 
the desire to interact with their neighbors. 
Each home is small and private, but the sense 
of community around it is big. 

Innovative and affordable, these homes are part 
of a Community Land Trust, providing resident 
controlled homes on community-owned land. 
The site features a 900-square foot Common 
Room near the front of the property providing 
a place to gather, share meals, relax, and in-
teract with neighbors and friends. Each home 
faces a central courtyard, featuring Sonoran 
Desert-friendly landscape design, including:  

orchard and shade trees; native and edible 
plants; and, space for each resident to manage 
their own on-site kitchen garden for growing 
fresh, healthy foods.

The Estates are conveniently located near light 
rail and the future Tempe Streetcar, and are 
close to employment, shopping, healthcare, 
and entertainment.

Visit tempemicroestates.org to learn how you 
can be part of this dynamic community.

COMMUNITY-FOCUSED, SMALL-HOME LIVING
IN THE HEART OF TEMPE   tempemicroestates.org

Features and floor plan on back. 



Unit Features
• 560 sq. ft. single-story homes with full-size appliances

• Personal patio to relax and enjoy coffee or tea

• Bright space with windows that open to take  
advantage of mild weather

• On-site, individual “kitchen gardens”

•	Well-insulated	and	efficient	systems	designed	 
to ‘sip’ A/C and heat

• Low embodied energy, small carbon footprint,  
and low-waste construction

• Locally-manufactured materials, as available

• Homes designed to meet or exceed ENERGY STAR® 
Home	Performance	Certification

• Low-ongoing ownership costs: easy maintenance,  
quality materials

Property Features
• Centrally located: easy to walk, bike, or take transit  

to every-day necessities

• Common Room: 900 sq. ft. community space

• Provides indoor and outdoor gathering spaces

• Encourages shared meals with community kitchen

• Houses mailboxes, tool sharing, book and game library

• Contains laundry facilities, with greywater feature  
that feeds landscaping and an option for line drying

• Utilizes rainwater harvesting cistern with low-impact 
design to “plant the rain”

• Innovative landscaping: all on-site vegetation is edible  
or	native	flora	to	support	a	low-carbon	lifestyle

• Secure, safe, and welcoming community

• Flexible open-space and on-site parking 

FRONT OF HOME – Color-Coordinated Unit with Side Entry

COMMON ROOM ENTRANCE

Community Development Corporation  |  Community Land Trust  |  HUD Approved Counseling Agency
newtowncdc.org      511 W University Dr #4, Tempe, AZ 85281

480.517.1589 phone      TTY 877.243.2823 English       866.217.3362 Spanish   

Micro	Estates	are	offered	by	Newtown	CDC,	a	Tempe-based	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	organization.	Our	mission	is	to	increase	the	supply	of	permanently	
affordable housing while developing and supporting homebuyers through innovative programs and partnerships. Visit our website to learn how our 
HUD-approved housing counseling agency can help you get ready to be a homeowner.
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